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CITIZEN
MAYOR RITCH WHEELER

Inside This Issue

Elected in 2016, Ritch Wheeler led
Shenandoah as Mayor for six years with a
true passion and commitment to the City. He
built lasting relationships with elected
officials up to the federal level that have
helped push major projects forward that will
shape the future of Shenandoah.
Among the critical projects that have
advanced during Ritch’s tenure are David
Memorial Drive, the Research Forest/I-45
intersection improvements, large scale
waterline replacements, and wastewater
treatment plant improvements.
Ritch made every accomplishment about the
team and gave credit to everyone involved.
He represented the City with class and dignity and brought a unique
perspective to many issues. He often traveled and met with people on his own
time and at his own expense on behalf of the City, while maintaining a
demanding job and being a devoted family man. Ritch leaves behind a
wonderful legacy that will benefit the City for years to come.
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MAY 7, 2022
SHENANDOAH GENERAL ELECTION
MAYORAL CANDIDATES

CITY COUNCIL POSITION 1

CITY COUNCIL POSITION 5

JOHN ESCOTO
ESTHER LUM

RON RAYMAKER (INCUMBENT)
GARY HENSON

MICHAEL MCLEOD

Polls open at 7:00am on Saturday, May 7, 2022! Elections present voters like you with
important choices, so make sure to move beyond campaign ads and social media chatter to
find the best substantive candidate who represents your values and needs. If you are unsure
what values and goals a candidate has for the City, reach out to them to ask questions, and
attend political forums where candidates answer questions side by side.
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UPDATES

ZALAT PIZZA – coming soon to Research Forest in the former Schlotzky’s
location, the self-proclaimed “pizza zealots” offer specialty pizzas with a
creative twist.
GOODE CO. FISH CAMP & OYSTER BAR – a new concept coming to
Shenandoah in the former Goode Co. Barbeque space featuring fresh seafood
inspired by the Goode family history and knowledge of regional cuisine.
DAISO JAPAN – coming soon to MetroPark Square, Daiso Japan is a popular
retail store featuring home accessories, toys, health and beauty products, pet
supplies and other goods.
CRAWFISH CAFÉ – opening in MetroPark Square this summer, Crawfish
Café offers Cajun food, seafood, wings, fried platters and various sauce and
spice selections.
ADIDAS STORE AND BUY BUY BABY – both coming soon to Portofino in
the former Steinmart space, Adidas will feature sporting apparel and
accessories and Buy Buy Baby will offer a range of products for babies.

FOR A QUICK RESPONSE
If you witness a possible violation, such as speeding, a suspicious person, a
solicitor, etc., please contact the Shenandoah Police Department and do NOT
rely on Facebook. We do not monitor social media. If the police need to take
action, they need to know quickly. Contact the police department at the nonemergency number at 281-367-8952. If you observe an emergency situation,
call 911. Do not attempt to engage with a suspicious person on your own.

SHENANDOAH FARMERS MARKET AT METROPARK SQUARE!
WHERE: 8888 METROPARK DRIVE AT THE GRASSY AREA ACROSS FROM AMC THEATRE
WHEN: SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH FROM 10AM – 1PM
The Shenandoah Farmers Market on the green at Metropark Square continues to operate on the second
Saturday of the month from 10:00am to 1:00pm. With a variety of fresh produce, meats, and a variety of other
artisanal products and crafts, you won’t want to miss it. Visit the market and after that stop in at AMC Theatre
or Dave & Buster’s for some family fun or walk to one of the convenient restaurants in MetroPark.
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HOW DO TAX DOLLARS
WORK?

They provide police and fire protection, the roads we drive on, local business
development, the utilities we need to survive and prosper, the protection of
property values through thoughtful rules that benefit everyone, and more. It
costs money to provide these services, but keeping taxes low while meeting
citizens’ demand for services is a core value of city officials.
Property Tax ($0.1799) – $2,076,964. Pays for the outstanding debt that the city
holds. The current outstanding debt was issued to pay for the public works
building at City Hall and drainage, storm water mitigation, and new streets in
the Valley section of the City. The current balance of Ad Valorem debt is
$11,903,000 with final maturity in 2033.
Sales Tax – $7,047,629. The city receives 1.5% of the 8.25% sales tax imposed
on all taxable purchases. The Municipal Development District receives the other
0.5%. Sales tax pays for the majority of city functions including personnel costs,
operating services and supplies, new city projects, and a portion of the fire
agreement with the Woodlands Fire Department.

IMPORTANT DATES
•

APRIL 9
EASTER EGG HUNT

•

APRIL 30
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
SAFETY EXPO

•

MAY 7
POOL OPENS FOR WEEKENDS

•

MAY 7
CITY ELECTION

Drink Tax – $333,080.86. The city receives a portion of drink tax from all mixed
beverage sales at restaurants and hotels that helps pay for city operations
similar to sales tax.

•

POOL OPEN FOR THE SEASON
•

Building Permits – $504,133. The city charges builders and contractors permit
fees to review plans and perform inspections. The city does not charge permit
fees for residential permit applications. This revenue helps pay for city
operations.
Other Revenue – $350,743. All this revenue directly pays for city operations and
includes court fines and fees, pool use fees, leases, franchise payments, bank
interest, and sales from city assets.

JUNE 1

JUNE 25
INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATION

•

AUGUST 6
2 COOL 4 SCHOOL EVENT

Please visit the city’s website at
www.ShenandoahTX.us for
more details and the most
current event information.

(All dollar amounts are as of the 2020-2021 fiscal year)
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WATER SAVING TIP FOR
SPRING YARDS

As temperatures increase, so does water use. Almost 50% of water use outside is
wasted due to evaporation, wind, and runoff from overwatering yards. Learn how to
limit those losses.
Water your lawns early in the morning or in the evening to maximize use of water by
plants and grass.
If you use a sprinkler system, know the area that is being watered and how much water
plants in your yard need for optimum growth. You can do this in several ways:
•

Plants with similar water needs should be planted in the same area.

•

Trees should be put on a bubble system as they don’t generally get enough water
from sprinklers.

•

Tune up the system by checking for leaks and broken sprinkler heads. Check for
directional spray and make adjustments to keep water on grass instead of
sidewalks and driveways. Broken heads can waste up to 25,000 gallons of water
over six months.

•

Use the proper heads for sprinklers and your plants.
-

Fixed sprinkler heads produce a tight, constant fan of water in a fixed pattern.

-

Flood or bubbler sprinkler heads flood the surface area rather than spray it.

-

Gear driven rotary sprinkler heads distribute water evenly over the lawn.

-

Multiple stream sprinkler heads produce thin streams of water and are more
efficient than fixed-spray sprinkler heads.

-

Pop ups provide even water distribution and low spray angle for areas of all
sizes

-

Impact rotary sprinklers move back and forth firing bursts of water

Check your mower blade height. Longer grass promotes deeper and stronger root
systems for a more drought-resistant lawn, reduced evaporation, and fewer weeds.
Sweep driveways, sidewalks, and steps rather than hosing them off.
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RESIDENT TIPS

2021 TOP CRIMES AND VIOLATIONS
TOP FIVE CODE ENFORCEMENT VIOLATIONS FOR 2021
•

Tall grass and weeds

•

Property maintenance - construction debris, unbundled brush
at the curb, junk in the driveway or on the front porch

•

Work with no permit

•

Junk and inoperable vehicles

•

Home businesses

TOP FOUR CRIMINAL VIOLATIONS FOR 2021
•

Warrant Services

•

Narcotics

•

Driving While Intoxicated

•

Theft

REPORT A CONCERN
Need to report a concern or request information? Use our online “GoGov”
system by clicking “Report a Concern” on our web site home page at
shenandoahtx.us. You’ll find a range of topics to choose from, including
public works service request, animal control, code enforcement and many
others. All requests are handled during business hours, Monday through
Friday, 8:00am to 5:00pm. As always, you are welcome to call us with your
concerns or requests at 281-298-5522 or on the Police Department nonemergency line at 281-367-8952.
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